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Editorial 


It was with a real sense of self-consciousness that | accepted the 
Editorship of the Journal two years ago and now it is with a real 
sense of regret that | relinquish this post. 





| wish to thank the Board of Trustees for the honor of having served 
in this capacity for the past two years and now for relieving me of 
the duties when | find that other activities will not allow me to de- 
vote the time necessary to continue as Editor. 

To the various officers and associate editors | wish to extend my 
deepest appreciation, because it was your cooperation and assist- 
ance that was the backbone of this undertaking. 

Our new Editor, Dr. Fred H. Haeffer of Reading, and our Mana- 
ger, Dr. Jacob Eberly, Jr., | feel confident, will place the Journal 
with other leading publications of this kind. 

Again my deepest appreciation to all who have assisted me during 
the past two years. 


THOMAS J. COOK 
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President's Address 


Walter E. Lotz 


In reviewing my observations of the past year it is not my intention to 
burden you with unnecessary and uninteresting details, but may | ask your kind 
indulgence while | present them to you as briefly as possible. | am convinced 
that the recognition and achievements of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society 
in the fields of public service, education, and legislation have been accomplished 
through the untiring efforts of many of my predecessors and co-workers, whose 
judgment and sacrifice have grouped us with the learned professions. 

Today we are in the midst of a social and economic change where 
the human element is involved, our duty as a profession is such that we cannot 
do an about face. We have already accepted our responsibilities and must con- 
tinue with the same willingness to assist in solving the many perplexities, not 
expecting that our state and national officers, or that a mere majority of the members 
of the profession are able alone to assume the full responsibility. Theodore 
Roosevelt once said, “Every man should devote some time to his profession.” 

Today we meet to discuss and agree on facts that will mould a better 
wrganization for our moral and intellectual benefit. You have been selected to 
represent your respective districts in this body, to consider the details and com- 
plexities within our State Organization, and if difficulties arise you are urged 
to enter into the discussion in a spirit of helpfulness and co-operation. 

I shall not review in detail major activities of the past year but will 
depend upon reports from the very able chairmen of the respective standing and 
special committees. Changes in administration institute new policies and pro- 
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cedures and this past year is no exception. In the beginning a new policy was 
adopted, that controversies and grievances would not be given consideration 
unless the agrieved person was a member of the society. This policy was adopted 
for several reasons, first, controversy with non-members is neither equitable or 
advisable; secondly, that energy and time expended should be only for those 
willing to share the moral and financial responsibility; third, by this attitude the 
value of membership in the State Society would be impressed upon the individual. 


Membership 


It is quite necessary that an organization such as the State Dental 
Society, facing the problems of today, involving duties to the public and com- 
bating the quack and charlatan should strengthen itself to meet these difficulties. 
A detailed membership drive was instituted, an ‘Appeal’ was formulated and 
contact was attempted with every ethical practitioner in this State. | appreciate 
the earnestness with which this drive was accepted and the enthusiasm and energy 
expended by the district officers and committeemen. The quota set by Dr. 
Frank Casto, President of the American Dental Association, was not reached 
but | am very grateful for the results attained. 

| would recommend that an insignia similar to the gold keystone used 
by the Odontological Society be adopted as means of designating membership 
in the State and National Associations. 

Your attention is directed to several conditions, which | believe have 
a tendency of many to evade membership in the State Society. 

1. Open meetings, admittance gained by friendly introduction or 

deception. 

2. Admittance to clinics and exhibits by partial payment of member- 

ship fee. 

3. Willingness of our members to appear as essayists and clinicians 

before non-affiliated groups. 

Drastic measures should be instituted to make members of the pro- 
fession realize that these benefits can be obtained only through membership in 
the parent body. 

Considerabie thought has been expressed as to the advisability of 
instituting Ladies Auxiliaries. In many districts auxiliaries have been of great 
assistance in maintaining the dentists interest and membership. That the Woman's 
Auxiliary of the State Medical Society has been beneficial cannot be doubted, 
and it might be of interest to our Society if the Board of Trustees would consider 
the formation of such an organization. 


Emergency Relief 


We are now in the second year of administering relief and from ob- 
servation the majority of the profession have accepted the responsibility and are 
co-operating in an appreciable manner with all agencies concerned. | am aware 
that dissatisfaction exists regarding fees schedule, payment of vouchers, and the 
scope of relief work, but in this connection permit me to quote in the words of 
Dr. Harold Miller, Director, Emergency Medical Relief. 
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“It has been exceedingly difficult to have the entire medical and 
dental organizations fully understand that this is not a health service, but that it 
is only intended to meet the immediate, emergency needs of the individual, 
and not to anticipate future needs in either medicine, or dentistry. The thought 
is, relationship in contradistinction to establishing State Clinics for medical and 
dental work, and encouraging the thought that the State should assume the re- 
sponsibility for this work in its entirety, either at the present, or the future. The 
word “‘emergency”’ is italicized in the dental program, and this is the only place 
in the Rules and Regulations where this word is emphasized in this manner. Hence, 
it must have been the thought of those who drew up these regulations that it 
needed particular emphasis, and perhaps would be difficult of interpretation."’ 

The primary object in making a low fee schedule was activated in 
order that the dentist would only perform the necessary relief service and not 
consider it a health service. Many Dental Advisory Boards reported that a 
number of dentists were performing services beyond the intent of the Rules and 
Regulations, concerning this the Director of Emergency Medical Relief wrote me:— 

1. “It may be necessary to have every individual examined prior to 

being sent to a dentist, and the exact amount of work the dentist 
is permitted to do outlined on the order. 


2. It has been suggested by the Attorney General's office that we 
definitely set a specific limitation on all orders, indicating the 
maximum amount of work which can be done. 


Either of the above suggestions are distasteful to me as | have been 
hoping, and still hope, that the dentists can be sensitized to the point 
where they will limit themselves to the Emergency, or else have their 
bills properly reduced by the Dental Committee in each county." 


| am firmly of the opinion if the dental profession were represented 
directly within the Emergency Medical Relief Department difficulties could be 
adjusted in a more satisfactory manner. It might be well to suggest that if a con- 
ference of the Healing Arts group is called that contact be made with the State 
Director of Emergency Relief and request this be given consideration. 

| deeply appreciate the devotion and sacrifice of time the members of 
the Dental Advisory Boards have made to carry out this Emergency Relief pro- 
gram. A conference luncheon has been called for Thursday, May 9, at which 
time it is desired that the Dental Advisory Boards meet with the State Society 
Relief Committee to analyze present conditions and plan a definite action and 
adopt a revised schedule. 


Emergency Child Health 


Due to misunderstanding, difficulty arose during the year as to the 
relation between the State Dental Society and the Emergency Child Health 
Committee. At the meeting of the Board of Trustees in Altoona, January 6, a 
special committee was appointed by Dr. E. G. Meisel, Chairman of the Board 
to, “Investigate the purpose, organization and general set-up of the Emergency 
Child Health Program."" Upon a thorough investigation the report of the com- 
mittee is as follows: 
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““A) The Medical Society of the State of Pennsylvania has sanctioned 

the work of the Pennsylvania Emergency Child Health Committee. 

(B) The work of this committee in helping to alleviate the most 
tragic side of the depression; the tremendous toll in health and 
strength taken from helpless children, is worthy of our co-opera- 
tion. 

(C) Great praise should be accorded our fellow practitioners singly 
and in groups throughout the State who have been aiding in 
this work. 

and further recommends the Board of Trustees of the Pennsylvania State Dental 
Society endorse the Emergency Child Health Committee, and that the President 
be requested to appoint a committee to study and investigate the problem of co- 
operating with the other agencies concerned, to report to the Board of Trustees 
or the House of Delegates, if it is in session.” 

The committee has been appointed, and | hope will make a report to 
this body sometime during this meeting. 

Dr. S. McC. Hamill, Chairman, Child Health Committee, in his address 
before the committee at their meeting December 12, 1934 made this statement:— 

‘Forty-three percent of the children have been shown to have dental 
caries. This is, of course, a conservative figure because it includes the 
examination of many infants. The fact that we have secured correction 
in 28% of these children is a great tribute to the dental profession, 
inasmuch as this service to 7,762 children requires not only the ex- 
penditure of time, but the use of valuable materials.” 

In reference to the above misunderstanding, | would suggest when 
members of the society accept appointments in organizations, other than those 
made through official channels of the State Society, that the President and Secretary 
of the latter be advised of such acceptances in order to avoid embarrassments. 


Compulsory Health Insurance 


| recommend that the incoming President of this society appoint a 
committee to gather data, study conditions in this state and formulate Schedules 
in the event that health insurance legislation should be enacted. |, herewith, 
submit a resolution adopted unanimously by the Board of Trustees of the American 
Dental Association, February 18, 1935: 

“The Board of Trustees of the American Dental Association believes 

that the enactment of a program of compulsory health insurance ad- 

ministered by the Federal government, the governments of the individual 
states, or by any individual industry, community, or similar body, would 
inevitably lead to the regimentation and lay control of dental practice 
which would not be in the interest of the public. That a lowering of 
the standards of dental practice would result, is indicated by the evidence 
from compulsory health insurance legislation in the European countries 
where it has been in operation for some years, where it has not only 
failed to accomplish the measures of alleviation expected of it but also 
has seriously impeded practitioners of the healing arts in the perform- 
ance of their duties and has been a barrier to the further scientific de- 
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velopment of the professions. This Board of Trustees commends the 

House of Delegates of the American Medical Association and ap- 

proves the action pertaining to compulsory health insurance taken at 

its meeting February 16, 1935.”" 

In his address to the American College of Dentists at their convocation 
August 5, 1934, the President made the following recommendations relating to 
any prospective health service plan. 

1. Adequate health-service for all low-income groups in the popula- 

tion. 

2. Limitation of the income-eligible group so that groups able to pay 
the proper fees of private practice will not be included. 

3. Extent of services adjusted for the various age-groups, so that 
although adequate dental care shall be provided for all, special 
emphasis can be placed on the preventive phase for children and 
young adults. 

4. Adequate compensation for health-service practitioners. 

5. Control and operation of the plan by the health-service professions, 
with complete elimination of political interference and commercial 
exploitation. 

6. Free choice of practitioners by patients, and free choice of patients 
by practitioners. 

7. Continuance of the private-practice system of health-service as 
opposed to a general clinic system. 

8. Elimination of cash payments to patients, benefits under the plan 
to be strictly limited to professional services. 

9. Provision in the system for periodic post-graduate courses, vaca- 
tions, and pensions for practitioners. 

11. Retention of the fundamental American doctrine that provides for 
rewards in compensation, prestige, and position to individuals in 
direct proportion to their ability, industriousness, conscientiousness, 
and personal attributes. To forsake this principle for regimentation 
would put a premium on indolence, indifference, and inefficiency 
in health-service. 

From recent information enactment of legislation to make an effective 
health-service plan operable will be necessary in the respective states and it is of 
utmost importance that a study be made of conditions in order that we, as a pro- 
fession, be prepared to present our desires when the necessity arises. 


Dental Division in the Department of Health 


| am indeed grateful for the courtesies extended to me during the past 
year by those in authority in the Department of Health. Several conferences 
were held with the Secretary of Health and although it may be impossible to re- 
establish a separate Dental Division, due to a reduction in the budget to that De- 
partment, | have been advised that this service will be re-established in one of the 
Child Health Bureaus with a dental man in charge. 

| am also pleased to announce to this body that | have been assured 
that recognition will be given our profession by the appointment of a member of 
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the State Society on the Advisory Health Board. This long sought recognition 
is worthy of the appreciation of every member of this Society. 


Business Manager and Executive Secretary 


Realizing the enormous amount of time sacrificed by many of the 
officers and committeemen of this society | recommend that the Trustees of this 
society consider the feasibility of employing a full time executive secretary and 
business manager. From observation it seems to me that by pooling all financial 
forces this would be possible. Such a person acting in the capacity as an executive 
of the State Society could act as membership director, plan campaigns suitable 
to the different sections and act as a contact between the Chairman of the Member- 
ship Committee and the district societies; co-operate with the Dental Manufac- 
turers Association and Dental Supply Companies in holding district and state 
meetings and act as business manager of the society; act as business manager of 
the Journal and assist the editor, thereby, extending the scope of this publication; 
edit a much needed weekly news sheet for the information of the district societies, 
especially during legislative sessions; during legislative sessions check legislation 
and keep the Legislative Committee informed without the enormous sacrifice of 
time on their part; act as a liaison between the Legislative Committee, the Public 
Health Conference Group, and the legislative bodies; and act as program director 
of the annual meeting. Many other duties could be assigned to this office, 
therefore, more directly and efficiently placing our society before the members 
of the profession. 


The Economic Phase of the Dental Exhibit Situation 


For a number of years it has been the custom for the society to depend 
upon the revenue from exhibitors to assist in financing the annual meeting. On 
last September the Eastern Dental Manufacturers Association went on record as 
being opposed to exhibiting at more than one meeting in a state in any one year. 
Their representative committee decided not to exhibit in Altoona. 

That this question of exhibits has been one of controversy for a number 
of years is on record. In 1928 Mr. Charles Henderson of Philadelphia speaking 
at the Conference of State Society Officers at Chicago stated, ‘Exhibits have been 
introduced into business as a form of advertising; this is the lure extended to the 
manufacturer. The expense of exhibiting never attempts to justify on the basis 
of direct sales accruing at the time and place of the exhibit, but on the basis of 
the advertising value involved.” 

Members of the society will agree that there are certain economic 
factors to be considered, but the expense of advertising is charged to overhead 
and cannot be considered an obligation the society owes to the manufacturers. 

It is true that meetings have been completely financed and operated 
by the Manufacturers Association for the dental profession not only in this but 
in other states. Is this decision the fore-runner of an attempt of the dental manu- 
facturer to dictate the policies of the dental profession and tell us when, where 
and how we conduct our meetings? 

Should the State Society foster meeting without exhibitors or should 
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Component Societies be advised only to accept as exhibitors those who have 
signified their willingness to participate in the State Society meetings? 

Contact must be maintained between the State Society and men prac- 
tising outside the larger centers. If it is feasible to hold the annual State Society 
meetings only in Pittsburgh and Philadelphia then the sectional mid-winter meet- 
ings, discontinued several years ago, might solve the problem. It is the opinion 
of many that the expense of our annual meetings have been excessive, economies 
could be instituted and the excess used to finance mid-winter meetings. 


State Dental Council and Examining Board 


| desire to take this opportunity to express my sincere appreciation to 
the members of the State Council and Examining Board for the many courtesies 
extended me during the past year. My associations with them have been both 
pleasant and instructive. 

It is not to be expected that this Board should be a super-intelligent 
group imposing penalties upon the certified graduates of our Dental Schools. 
As members of the State Society, we should have confidence in the integrity and 
ability of the faculties of these institutions. 

The duties of the Board not only involves the examination of candidates 
intellectual and moral fitness to become licensed, but also involves the protection 
of those in practise, to eliminate applicants from other states who seek to lower 
the standards of practise in this state and expedite the prosecution of illegal 
practitioners. 

The temerity of the Board in respect to the latter is primarily due to 
the lack of co-operation and co-ordination in the state departments most necessary 
to accomplish prosecution. 

It is to be regretted that one of our component societies did not heed 
the words of Past President Metz in his message of last year, but without consulta- 
tion of the State Officers passed and sent resolutions to the Governor of this 
Commonwealth endorsing for reappointment one whose attitude to the State 
Society has been questioned. 


Legislative Activities 


During the past year several conferences were held by the following 
groups:— 

The State Medical Society of Pennsylvania 

The Homeopathic Medical Society of Pennsylvania 

The Eclectic Medical Society of Pennsylvania. 

The Pennsylvania Pharmaceutical Society 

The Pennsylvania State Dental Association 

The Nurses’ Association of Pennsylvania 

The Hospital Conference of Pennsylvania 

The Women's Auxiliaries 

This group conference was called to form a Public Health Conference 
Committee consisting of those organizations most interested in the healing arts, 
to assist in combating detrimental legislation, and to foster legislation of im- 
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portance to all concerned. The State Dental Society was ably represented at 
both conferences. 

| call your attention to the unnecessary and unjust criticism directed 
toward the personnel of our Legislative Committee. | am prone to’believe that 
only through ignorance would this be done. Politics is a complex plaything, 
politicians are strange bedfellows, and an individual's attitude toward what should 
be accomplished and what can be accomplished are two different possibilities. 
Laws can be constructed and placed upon our statute books, but the enforcement 
of a law can only be brought about by proper adjudication and by a willingness 
on the part of those empowered to carry out its provisions. It must be borne in 
mind that the committee has labored without the services of a paid legal adviser 
up until the last few months. Previous legal advice had been given members of 
the committee by personal friends and those interested in the dental profession. 

Members of the committee have devoted themselves unselfishly, 
sacrificing much time, in attempts to improve our dental laws. What has been 
accomplished has been done at a minimum of expense to the State Society and 
not through the efforts of paid lobbyists. 

The decision of the Supreme Court upholding the validity of the 
Oregon anti-advertising law should give organized dentistry new hope and 
satisfaction. The profession is indebted to the Oregon State Dental Society on 
being able to have passed such a law and for contesting it through the Supreme 
Court to a favorable decision. This decision wiil benefit Pennsylvania, the same 
as all other States. 

| was very well pleased several days ago to endorse a contribution 
made by the Trustees of this Society to help defray the expense necessary to fight 
this case through the Supreme Court. 

| wish to remind you that due to the activities of our Legislative Com- 
mittee, dishonest and fraudulent dental advertising has been very much curtailed 
in Pennsylvania, and that ‘Sweet Air" has been driven from the Commonwealth. 

In carrying out the duties as President of this society the thing upper- 
most in my mind was to act for the best interest of the society and the profession. 
| thank you for this honor. May | express my sincere appreciation for the honors 
accorded me in my visits, and my everlasting gratitude to the officers and com- 
mitteemen whose untiring efforts have encouraged me and assisted me in performing 
my duties this year. 


Report of Committee on President's Address 


Mr. President and Members of the House of Delegates of the Pa. State Dental 
Society: in Session: 

Your Committee has reviewed with great interest the message of 
President Lotz to the House of Delegates in Session at the 67th Annual Meeting 
of the Pa. State Dental Society. 

We are quite in agreement with his statement that controversies and 
grievances should not be given consideration unless the agrieved person or 
persons are members of organized dentistry because controversy with non-members 
is neither equitable or advisable. 
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Without a doubt increased membership in the State Society is of im- 
portance if we are to carry on the development of social legislation. 

Your committee does not approve of the idea of adopting an insignia 
to be used to indicate membership in the State Society. There is no intended 
disapproval of such a practice, however, among Branch Societies. 

We are in accord with the president's ideas regarding the closing of 
meetings and for the exclusion of non-members from clinics and the appearance 
of members before non-affiliated groups but due to the economic conditions 
associated with the promotion of meetings at this time we feel that this matter 
should be left to the discretion of local societies. 

The plan for the formation of ladies auxiliaries is viewed with extreme 
interest and we therefore recommend it for the consideration of local groups. 

EMERGENCY RELIEF: We agree that conditions which have arisen 
are due to the failure of the dentist to distinguish between emergency relief and 
health service and that if the dental profession were represented directly within 
THE EMERGENCY MEDICAL RELIEF DEPARTMENT difficulties could be 
adjusted in a more satisfactory manner. This question is being thoroughly studied 
by the Board of Trustees and a report will be made at a later session. 

Your committee awaits with interest the report of the special committee 
appointed by the president to work out a plan for co-operating with the EMER- 
GENCY CHILD HEALTH COMMITTEE. 

We concur with the statement of Dr. Lotz that the incoming president 
should appoint a committee to be known as “The Committee on Social Security” 
which committee should act immediately and work in conjunction with The 
Public Health Conference Group. 

The proposal that a full time business manager and executive secretary 
be engaged, is timely and we recommend that the trustees study this problem 
from every angle to submit proposals at the next meeting. 

Your committee feels that no component or branch society or any 
member thereof should at any time assume the perogative of the State Society or 
its officers and we concur with the president that the action taken by a branch 
society during the past year is to be regretted. 

On behalf of the members of the Pa. State Dental Society, your com- 
mittee takes this opportunity of congratulating the president at the conclusion 
of a highly successful term of office. We also want to acknowledge the fine co- 
operation of his various committees which were so wisely selected. 

Respectfully submitted, 
R. M. Walls 
H. C. Metz 
C. Barton Addie, Chairman 


LOST 


At Altoona during State Society meeting, a reversible (all-weather) top- 
coat. This coat was evidently taken by mistake from the check room at 
Jaffa Mosque. A reward will be offered for its return. Please communi- 
cate with Journal Office. 
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REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
Public Health Committee 


Your committee on the relationship to the Department of Health of 
the Commonwealth of Penna., begs to submit the following report: 

Your committee feels that they have made progress in re-establishing 
the dental division of the Department of Health with certain changes in com- 
parison to the position it occupied a few years past. 

We have been informed by the Secretary of Health, Doctor McBride 
Dexter, that the dental bureau as previously existed will not be re-established, 
but that a dentist will be appointed to the Department under an existing bureau. 
Further, we have been informed by the Secretary of Health, Dr. McBride Dexter, 
that a dentist will also be appointed to an advisory board to the Department of 
Health, to be created, composed of three medical men, one dentist and one 
layman. 

Your committee at this time wish to compliment Doctor McBride Dexter 
for her interest shown in our profession and its existing problems, and feels sure 
that she will prove a valuable help to our future associations with the Department 
of Health of the Commonwealth of Penna. 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. V. Snyder, Chairman 


Medical - Dental Committee 


Your committee on the co-relation of medicine and dentistry, begs to 
report that its activities have been confined largely to working with a similar 
committee from the State Medical Society in the interest of what we believe to 
be a forward step for the benefit of both professions in public health and sug- 
gested legislation effecting public health. 

On September 12, 1934, your committee met in Harrisburg with 
similar committees from medicine, pharmacy, nursing and hospitals, and formed 
an organization known as the Public Health Conference Committee of Pennsyl- 
vania, whose duties are to safeguard the several professions represented on this 
conference by scrutinizing any proposed legislation affecting these organizations 
and to recommend to the several legislative committees, the action that, in our 
judgment, should be taken regarding this proposed legislation. The Chairman 
of this conference is Dr. C. L. Palmer of the Medical Society of Pennsylvania 
and the Secretary is Dr. W. D. Everhard of the State Dental Society. 

On December 12, 1934, your committee met with this organization 
again in Harrisburg and drafted and approved the proposed new medical and 
dental part of the Workmen's Compensation Act. 

On December 13, in Harrisburg, your chairman attended a very 
interesting meeting of the Emergency Child Health Conference held at the call 
of Governor Pinchot, on the program of which all of the health profession, except 
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dentistry, and all of the so called charitable organizations of the state, were rep- 
resented. 

Your chairman took the liberty of protesting to the officers of this con- 
ference the apparent lack of consideration given to dentistry on this program. 
After a somewhat lengthy correspondence with Dr. S. Mc. Hamill, President of 
the Emergency Child Health Conference, who assured me there was no intent 
on his part to neglect the dental profession, but on the contrary—he had tried to 
secure the cooperation of the dental profession in this work through several men 
in that profession in the state whom he either knew personally or who had been 
recommended to him by these friends, but that he had been unable to interest 
all of them in this work. 

Your chairman turned over to the President of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society, this correspondence, and a special committee was appointed to 
formulate plans for cooperation with the Medical Society in the furtherance of 
this work. 

Respectfully submitted, 
C. V. McParland, Chairman 


Emergency Child Health Committee 


The special committee appointed by your president, complying with 
the request of Chairman Meisel of the Board of Trustees, to study and investigate 
the problem of co-operating with the other agencies concerned in the furtherance 
of the work of the State Emergency Child Health Committee desires to submit 
the following proposals and plan: 


That the Pennsylvania State Dental Society approves of the work and 
aims of the Emergency Child Health Committee. 
That there may be intelligent co-operation and equal assumption of 
responsibilities, the declaration of the Emergency Child Health Com- 
mittee should be changed to read ‘“UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 
MEDICAL AND DENTAL SOCIETIES OF THE STATE OF PENN- 
SYLVANIA.” 
That the President of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society should be 
made an honorary chairman of the Emergency Child Health Committee. 
That the Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society should be an associate chairman of the Emergency 
Child Health Committee. 
That the President of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society should 
appoint a member to act as vice-chairman. 
That the President of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society should 
appoint four members to be added to the executive committee. 
That the trustees shall organize the work in their districts, co-operating 
where possible with the present organizations of the medical group. 
Your committee further suggests: 
Since the work of the Emergency Child Health Committee is not 
functioning in all of the counties of the State, that dental service in 
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these counties will be dependent upon the interest shown by the 
medical group. 

As one of the major aims of the Emergency Child Health Committee 
is stated to be along the lines of education in nutrition and since the 
dental profession has repeatedly gone on record in this matter, that a 
furtherance of this work be insisted upon. 

Since in the keeping of records by the Emergency Child Health Com- 
mittee, every act of the medical group is noted, that a provision be 
made for recording the work of the dentists. 


For the Committee, 


R. M. Walls, Chairman 


Telephone Committee 


Mr. President and Members of the House of Delegates: 
Gentlemen: 

Reporting for this committee, | desire to explain the purpose of our 
effort. 

Numerous letters, some 295 to be exact, were forwarded to the tele- 
phone companies throughout this State endeavoring to solicit their interest in 
purging telephone directories of objectionable advertising as found in many of 
the classified sections of some directories. 

A few replies were received, yet on the other hand one of the larger 
companies, the Bell Telephone System, express interest in our problems of ethics 
and the desire to assist us in any possible way. 

In view of the proposed amendments to the State Dental Act, your 
committee deferred further action pending legislative opinion. 


Respectfully submitted, 
C. Barton Addie, Chairman 


Law-Enforcement Committee 


| am pleased to report much "progress in law enforcement for the year 
April 1934 to May 1935. 

Like last year we still have the advertisers and chain offices with us. 

The injunction on the Shor case is still on and Deputy Attorney General 
Ross reports the case is in the hands of the Court with no time set for a hearing. 
This ties up all prosecutions of the chain offices. 

All advertising and complaints sent to this office were submitted to 
the Deputy Attorney General or to the State Society Attorney through the 
chairman of the legislative committee. 

In but two cases were the ads considered fraudulent, and these ads 
were not considered of sufficient evidence to merit a trial by our legal advisers. 

The acquirement of this legal service has been the greatest step forward 
that this society has made for law enforcement. There have not been-many pro- 
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secutions but we have been saved the humility of being on the losing end of 
several cases. The legislative committee report will bear out the proof of this 
statement, for the State Dental Society's attorney has done a valuable piece of 
work in preparing an amendment to our State Dental Act. It will make our Act 
similar to the Dental Act of Oregon. This Act on April 1, 1935, this year, 
received the approval of its constitutionality by the Supreme Court of United 
States. The opinion was printed in the last State Dental Bulletin. 

If this amendment passes the present session of the legislature your law 
enforcement committee and legal advisers will have less trouble with interpre- 
tations of the Dental Act. 

Over the State there seems to be a mistaken idea that our present Act 
prohibits all forms of price advertising. This is not true. Most of the complaints 
on advertising received were on the prices contained therein. 

State Law Enforcement Director Semenow at Harrisburg reports 551 
investigations from April 1st, 1934 to March 31st, 1935, with eight (8) prosecu- 
tions. 

One case was lost, a Norman Delp, laboratory man, of Tamaqua 
accused of practicing dentistry by making and supplying dentures to patients was 
lost on account of insufficient evidence. Not one dentist of the community was 
sufficiently interested to attend the trial. Had there been a professional witness 
to disprove the claims of the defendant this case would have undoubtedly terminated 
differently. The defendant claimed the patients took their own impressions. He 
simply guided the trays into the mouth and showed the patients how to make and 
finish the dentures. The investigator paid the costs. 

Other prosecutions were: 

Bernard Yulsman. .....735 S. 5th St., Phila-—Dent. tech.—Costs and 2 yrs. pro- 
bation. 

Dr. Woodley Wells. . .759 S. 20th St., Phila —Not reg.—Costs $14.87. 

*Joseph Moskowski. . .2110 Clearfield St., Phila —Tech.—Court Costs. 

Dr. W. H. Wallace... .1210 Green St., Phila—Back reg. and Costs $7.00. 

Clifford Watmuff...... 314 West 8th St., Chester, Pa—Dent. tech.—pleaded 
guilty. Fined $50.00 and costs. Fine to be paid to 
State Dental Society. 

*Joseph Moskowski's sentence suspended on payment of court costs. 

| submit a semi-annual report of Law Enforcement of the 13 groups 
under the Dept. of Public Instruction for your information and comparison. 


Report for Law Enforcement 


Six Months 


Inspections Investigations 
MES. nu 6 onivioiv in OA oe ee RL tee oe 19 
Ee stad ac agi ca ee cels eh eae sees, 323 
NE n. 5 no hc ka soa eee che . 4,945 234 
SOR oc ha ah a, Aiea a a omekte eee < 36 90 


END, en Rol ba eacep Mn ace k Pesan 5 oles 13 
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See Pare : She peek atte 15 359 
Nurse. . . me pi hee acl kaa tiles wig Rta iar 17 
Optometry...... te eis Pere 45 72 
Osteopathy. ...... ph aCe a 5 13 
Pharmacy .. . hice Viwan ue hon ten as oi 261 
Real Estate...... Polen ae Oty My ee Te 237 448 
Undertakers ba cae Re tn Re ree 19 24 
I lt riches open enT ae dea * 3 

Total LAT 1,876 


Criminal Prosecutions 








Con- Held for Ac- No. 
victions Court quitted Pros. Total 

Architect Be 1 1 
Barber... 2 3 5 
Beauty Culture 1 2 1 4 
Dental 2 4 6 
Medical. . 7 14 3 1 25 
Optometry yh 5 1 6 
OO rrr rr: 3 5 35 
EL cn eink ses <2 9 1 13 
MIN Svcs each ene 1 1 

| RE Ree 41 10 2 96 
Barber Hearings ..243 Beauty Culture Hearings...... 3 
Suspensions. . kta areas 52 Real Estate Hearings.......... 33 
Revocations >: a rere 2 
Advisement — are cas bu wines 3 
Closed So ae 


Submitted by 
W. A. McCready, Chairman 


Legislative Committee 


Mr. President and Delegates of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society: 


The Legislative Committee has had a busy year. Owing to the great 
activity anticipated in legislative matters, the Committee has co-operated with 
the President in-a State wide membership campaign; and in establishing means 
for obtaining personal contact with each legislator through members in the respective 
districts. The Committee is highly appreciative of the assistance rendered in these 
matters by the District Society Officers and the members who were in position 
to make these personal contacts. : 
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Your Committee has been badly handicapped in its work by the 
failure of the Department of Public Instruction to publish the list of registered 
dentists. After many efforts, the 1934 list was finally obtained during the past 
month. 

The Committee made a study of House Bills—481-1 309-1 363-1 361- 
1251 and took what action was necessary in the best interests of our profession. 


House Bill 188 relating to compulsory social insurance is in the hands 
of Doctors McParland, Everhard and Cook who represent Dentistry in the Public 
Health Legislature Conference of Pennsylvania. 


House Bill 1199—on Compensation was ably handled by Doctor 
Kirkpatrick who introduced the amendment to provide for dental care. 

Through the efforts of President Lotz, dentistry was represented in the 
bill introduced by the Public Charities Association. 

House Bill 100 to correct stream pollution was given support of the 
Committee. 

House Bill 371—to protect the public health and welfare by regulating 
the employment of females with respect to their hours, in that it affected dentistry 
was disapproved and suitable suggestions made to the proper authorities. 

We have co-operated with the Legislative Committee of the American 
Dental Association in regard to Model State Bill for Health Insurance. 

At a meeting of the Trustees in Altoona, the chairman asked for a 
decision regarding the employing of an attorney to help the committee, in study- 
ing the existing dental law and help in securing its enforcement. The Board of 
Trustees authorized the Legislative Committee to use the funds made available for 
it in the Budget, for this purpose. 

An attorney was engaged who made a study of all past dental legislation 
in this State and suggested amendments that should be made to our present law 
to make it more effective and less subject to technical legal obstruction. While 
this was being done the Supreme Court of the U. S. handed down a decision in 
the case of Semler Versus the Oregon State Board. This decision was of such 
great importance that the Committee at once incorporated those parts of the 
Oregon law upheld by the U. S. Supreme Court in our amendment. 

The amendment was presented in the Senate by Senator Pierson and 
referred to the Public Health Committee as Senate Bill 1014. Your committee is 
now earnestly endeavoring to have this bill enacted into a law. 

The Committee has made several visits to Harrisburg to interview legis- 
lators or state officials during the present session of the legislature and probably 
will have to make other visits in furtherance of the desired legislation. 

The Chairman of the Committee was compelled to be out of the State 
for several weeks during the most active part of the Committee's work. Dr. Harry 
C. Metz served as acting-chairman during this period and has performed a highly 
commendable piece of work. 

Every member of the Committee and the various officers and com- 
mitteemen of the Society have co-operated faithfully in the furtherance of the 
Committee's work. 

Respectfully submitted, 


H. E. Friesell, Chairman 
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Resting between sessions at Penn- Alto Hotel, 
May 8, 1935 


















S. Blair Luckie, D. D. S. 


Born Aug. 22, 1849, Reading, 
Pa. 


Began study in 1871—with 
Dr. Francis Allison Ramsey of 
Norristown under the Ap- 
prentice Plan. 


Began practice in 1874 at 
Coatesville, Pa. 


Entered Philadelphia Dental 
College in 1881; graduate in 
the fall of 82. Dr. Luckie has 
been in active practice in 
Chester since 1875. He is 
held in highest esteem by all 
who know him. 


“Esteem cannot be where there 
is no confidence; and there 
can be no confidence where 
there is no respect.’'"—Giles. 
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DR. FELIX ST. ELMO RUSCA 
President 


Born, Natchitoches, Louisiana, June 
3,1886. Graduated, Vanderbilt Uni- 
versity Dental School, 1911. Engaged 
in the practice of dentistry in Phila- 
delphia since 1913. Professor of 
Operative Dentistry, Temple Uni- 
versity Dental School. 








DR. J. A. EBERLY, JR. DR. JOHN H. CORCORAN 


Business Manager, Journal Treasurer 
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Report on Golf Tournament 


Annual Meeting of the Pennsylvania State Dental Society 
Altoona, Pennsylvania 


May 6, 1935 


Dr. Robert W. McEldowney of Harrisburg won the championship and 
President Lotz Trophy, and duly honored by being elected president. 

Dr. H. R. Burns of Scranton won the low gross and West Cup. 

Dr. S. H. Streassley of Wilkes-Barre won the Germantown Cup in the 
Kickers Draw. 


CLASS “A” CLASS “‘B"” CLASS "Cc" 
1—S. H. Streassley 1—Bruce Rial 1—Victor H. Frank 
2—J. F. D. Heineken 2— A. C. Barclay 
3—H. C. Metz 3—M. E. Nicholson 


Trophies were presented by: 

Vernon-Benshoff Company 

L. D. Caulk Dental Depot, Inc. 

S. S. White Company 

M. Feldman & Company 

1. F. Miller 

Lancaster Dental Laboratory 

The lucky sweepstake winners in the draw each received two golf 
balls. Twenty-one played golf—thirty-eight enjoyed the banquet. 

The treasurer and secretary were re-elected. 


Protective Insurance Committee 


The Protective Insurance Committee is pleased to report the results 
of its activities during the past year. Contacts were made with the larger Insurance 
Companies and also with secretaries of several State Dental Societies. The Massa- 
chusetts Society has adopted a plan whereby one company handles their mal- 
practice suits and which they think is working out satisfactorily with one exception; 
and that is that all of their members are not insured under this plan, and as the 
Society tries to get as many members as possible, there has been some criticism 
that it is not the province of the Dental Society to influence its members what 
insurance to carry. 

Incidentally, their rates are quite a bit higher than our present rates in 
Pennsylvania. Your committee advises against adopting a similar plan with any 
company. Pennsylvania is fortunate in having practically the lowest mal-practice 
rate, together with Wisconsin, of any state in the country. The Medical Protective 
Company, just this year, reduced their rate in Wisconsin, making them on a par 
with Pennsylvania. 

There has been an advance in rate for eligible non-members which 
seems to be evidence that this company desires to co-operate with organized 
professions. 

Members of the Dental Society can get their protection at a saving of 
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Five Dollars ($5.00) and also can get higher coverage than non-members. 


Dental rates in Pennsylvania effective this year are as follows: 


Society Members 


$2,500-7,500 limits $12.00 
$5,000-15,000 limits $13.00 
$10,000-30,000 limits $15.00 


New York, New Jersey, Massachusetts, Illinois and California rates 
vary from $22.00 to $34.00 for the same coverage that we get for $15.00. 
Your committee advises against a collective hook-up with any com- 
pany. There is no advantage in rate and it is doubtful if there would be any 
advantage in service. 
One company, as reported, has made membership in our Dental 
Society advantageous from a dollar and cents standpoint. 
reasons for joining one's dental organization, although it is not apparent to two- 
thirds of the practicing dentists in Pennsylvania. 


Eligible Non-Members 


$2,500-7,500 limits $17.00 
$5,000-15,000 limits $18.00 


Respectfully submitted, 
L. E. Nightengale, Chairman 









Necrology Report 


The Death Angel has made many visits to the Pennsylvania State 


Dental Society during the past year. 


He has stricken from our rolls 


some of our youth as well as those older in years. 
The following are the names of those who have passed on during 


the year: 


E. M. Douglas Kornig, Carbondale 
Joseph Preston Jaquish, Mansfield 
William E. Kiner, Wilkinsburg 
George Holmes, Scranton 
Allison Bowman Miller, Kingston 
Willard A. Ribble, Kingston 


Harold Cram Grant, Ardmore 
Henry W. Bohn, Reading 

Fuller L. Davenport, Wilkes-Barre 
T. A. Little, Johnstown 

Francis Howard Riley, Troy 


PHILADELPHIA 


George Warren 

Willard S. Bromell 

William E. Thompson 
Walter Francis Praul 

Leon Joseph Weinberg 
Charles Frederick Paul Groth 
Oscar T. Wayne 

Louis William Zerfing 
Walter Edmund Uffenheimer 


F. F. Bishop 

John Yorkes 

A. W. Jarman 

John Wilkinson 

David Z. Sahler 

C. P. Shoemaker 

G. S. L. Jamison 

H. G. Hawksworth 

George Washington Destrich 


There must be other 


































































































THE PENNSYLVANIA 


American Dental Association 
CHICAGO 


June 4, 1935 
OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT 
Frank M. Casto 
Keith Bldg., Cleveland, Ohio 


Dr. Thomas P. Fox, Secretary, 
Pennsylvania State Dental Society, 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 


Dear Doctor Fox: 


May | thank you and your Membership Committee for the effective 
and efficient work done during the current year in increasing our membership. We 
are well on our way to exceed the largest membership in the history of the American 
Dental Association. There is still a possibility of reaching the goal of 45,000 
members in 1935, provided concerted action is maintained throughout the year. 

A number of states have now made or exceeded their quota and accord- 
ing to recent reports, several other states are nearing it. Your quota is 1372 over 
the 1934 enrollment. Will you please make every effort during the next six weeks 
to re-instate old and secure new members and send me a report by July 15, 1935. 

If you will apportion to each district or component society in your state 
the number of members each should secure to make your state quota, on the same 
basis that this was made, namely 70% of 90% of the dentists practicing in the 
state, | am certain that it will materially assist in securing the desired number of 
members. 

| need not mention the fact that we, in accepting our official positions, 
have assumed certain responsibilities to our respective societies. Therefore, it is 
our duty to do everything we can to fulfill our obligation. One of the most vital 
problems before us is to increase our membership to a point where our local, 
state and national organizations represent a larger proportion of ethical dentists. 
It is only by this means that the individual dentist, the profession as a whole and 
the public at large can be protected against the encroachment on our rights by 
outside agencies. 

The Trustee in your district, the General Secretary and the Chairman 
of the Membership Committee will co-operate with you to the fullest extent in 
your efforts to secure members. You may feel free to advise with them or with 
me at any time. 

Trusting that you will give this matter even more attention than you 
have in the past and that you will make every effort possible to put your state 
“over the top", | am, with kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 


F. M. Casto, President 


“45,000 MEMBERS IN 1935" 
SEVENTY-SEVENTH SESSION—NEW ORLEANS, LA. 
NOVEMBER 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 1935 
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State Dental Membership Drive 
Ending May 1, 1935 
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President 
Pres.-Elect 
Vice-Pres. 
Vice-Pres. 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Ass't Secretary 


Delegates to A. D. A. 


Rusca 
Coleman 
Lotz 

Fox 

Metz 
McParland 


Corcoran 


Robinson 


Archer 


Officers, 1935-1936 
Elected at Altoona May 9th 


Felix St. Elmo Rusca, Philadelphia 
. Walter E. Mendel, Pittsburgh 


.Miles Zimmerman, Pottsville 


George Gregg, Pittsburgh 
Thomas P. Fox, Philadelphia 


.John H. Corcoran, Scranton 


.C. J. M. Raker, Allentown 


Board of Censors 


Albert Goho, Harrisburg 
Allison Miller, Kingston 

A. L. Ventura, Norristown 
Maurice Crosby, Bradford 
Benjamin Benedict, Philadelphia 


Alternates to A. D. A. 


Friesell O'Leary Harkins 
Miller Wise Specker 
Mendel Mesjian Matasavage 
Addie Fitz-Hugh = Schemmerhorn 
Denney Harrison Roseman 
Walker Tassman Pfeiffer 
McCready Lawson 

Young 
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Secretary's Report 


Mr. President and Members of the House of Delegates: 


In this report which | am about to make, | will 
try to touch on the activities of the Pennsylvania State 
Dental Society in a general way for the year 1934-1935. 

On Sunday preceding the meeting of the 
American Dental Association in St. Paul, your worthy 
President and Secretary attended an all day meeting of 
the presidents and secretaries of all the forty-eight states 
called by the President of the American Dental Associa- 
tion. This meeting was instructive and certainly gave the 
men in attendance an insight into some of the pertinent problems of the other 
states. Dr. Wherry, President of the American Dental Association, opened the 
meeting with a short address of welcome. Dr. Albert P. Ross, Chairman of Organ- 
ization and Membership, of the American Dental Association, spoke on member- 
ship and made twenty-eight recommendations for membership drives. His talk 
was full of meat and a very lively discussion followed in which men from every 
section took an active part. } 

Dr. A. E. Bruening, Chairman of the American Dental Association 
Committee on Economics, ably assisted by Drs. Frank Casto, Homer C. Brown 
and Willard Camillear, spoke on the question of Federal Relief, 

| certainly advise the incoming President to attend this session in New 





Orleans. 

Through the combined efforts of Dr. McCready and Dr. Pinney, 
Secretary of the American Dental Association, we were able to contact immediate- 
ly all those who successfully passed their State Boards Examinations and were able 
to interest a large percentage in joining the state Society which plan materially 
aided our membership. 

During the year the Board of Trustees, through their committees were 
very active though they held only one meeting. This meeting was held at Altoona 
on Sunday, January 6th, 1935, and in addition to the Board of Trustees the chair- 
men of eight committees were present. At this meeting it was definitely decided 
that the State Meeting would be held in Altoona this year. Various problems 
relative to State Relief were discussed and straightened out. A committee was 
appointed to work on the Emergency Child Health Program. Time and space 
will not permit me to go into more detail concerning this meeting. 

However, the Trustees had to vote on the following questions by a 
mail ballot. In each instance they voted on the affirmative side of the question: 

1. Should the State Society help underwrite the Dental Exhibit held 
in conjunction with the Pennsylvania State Medical Society's meeting in Wilkes- 
Barre, the sum not to exceed $200.00? 

2. Whether or not we should pay the sum of $200.00 from our Legal 
Reserve Fund as a contribution to aid the dentists of Oregon in defraying the 
expense of the appeal to the United States Supreme Court? 

3. If the Trustees were in favor of the proposed amendment to our 
present dental law as drafted by our Legislative Committee? 
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The State Bulletin has been a tremendous help in fostering organization 
in the State Society. The advantage in carrying messages to the members on 
important questions cannot be over-emphasized. It is extremely well edited and 
is a credit to the State Society. In passing, | might suggest that the secretaries of 
all the district societies send a copy of the program for their respective meetings 
to the editor. Thus we can all keep in touch with one another. 

Your attention is also called to the fact that Pennsylvania's standing in 
the sale of Christmas seals is comparatively good. We are advised by the American 
Dental Association that the average is 43¢c per member and that Pennsylvania 
averages 47c or just a little better than the average. 

In a rather general way | wish to acquaint you with the activities of all 
the Districts. However, please bear in mind that most of the districts have a 
number of smaller societies which meet regularly in addition to the district meeting. 

FIRST DISTRICT—Held a three-day meeting in February in Philadel- 
phia with 2883 in attendance. Clinicians and essayists numbered about forty- 
five. It was undoubtedly the best District meeting ever held by this Society. 
The hobby show was one of the features of the meeting. The First District is now 
preparing to present a series of broadcasts in the fall of this year. Dr. Denney is 
to be congratulated on his prompt action in informing the members by personal 
letter to aid the passage of Bill No. 1014. 

SECOND DISTRICT—Held its annual meeting in Bethlehem in October 
with about 150 in attendance. Clinicians were the main feature of the morning 
and afternoon sessions. Very interesting clinics were given by Dr. Patterson of 
Baltimore and Dr. Jaquette of Philadelphia. Dr. Lotz was the speaker at the 
evening meeting. 

THIRD DISTRICT—Acted as sponsors for a dental exhibit in con- 
junction with the meeting of the Pennsylvania State Medical Society which was 
held in Wilkes-Barre in October. Exhibits were on display by the University 
of Pennsylvania, Temple University, Northwestern University and Georgetown 
University. This District held a one-day session in Wilkes-Barre in January with 
141 in attendance. Essayists were John T. Hanks and Carl Knapp of New York 
City. Progressive clinics were held in the afternoon. 


FOURTH DISTRICT—Held a one-day meeting in Reading in Novem- 
ber. Essayists were J. L. T. Appleton, Jr., E. D. Funk and James R. Cameron. 

SIXTH DISTRICT—Is to be commended on its present membership 
status. This District has more than doubled its entire 1934 membership. 

SEVENTH DISTRICT—Due to the fact that the State Society is meet- 
ing in the Seventh District no annual meeting was held. 

EIGHTH DISTRICT—Reports having an annual spring meeting with 
a 100% attendance. Essayists were LeRoy M. Ennis and F. E. Gibbin and 
C. E. Rose. 

NINTH DISTRICT—Should be congratulated on its two very fine 
meetings with attendance running between 85 and 100 at each. The first one was 
a two-day méeting in June at Cambridge Springs. On Friday sixteen papers 
were read and on Saturday ten men presented clinics. The second meeting was 
held at Meadville in October and featured Dr. Cloyd Harkins as clinician. 
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TENTH DISTRICT—Is made up of the Odontological Society of 
Western Pennsylvania which also includes the Eleventh District. The annual 
meeting was a three-day affair in November. Total attendance at this meeting 
was 1215. An evening meeting of the Odontological Society was held in 
December with 500 in attendance. The speaker on this occasion was John 
Jacob Posner of New York City. A second evening meeting was held in April 
with 250 in attendance. Bissell B. Palmer was the speaker for this meeting. 


ELEVENTH DISTRICT—Held its annual meeting in Greensburg with 
200 in attendance. This was a one-day meeting. 


In conclusion, | wish to make a report of membership in the State 
Society of this date. Through the combined efforts of Dr. Lotz, Dr. Rusca, and 
the chairmen of the membership committees in the respective districts, the total 
paid up membership is over 2800. This is an increase of 1400 members since 
May 1933 and close to 800 over May 1934. It represents, in some instances, 
an actual doubling of the membership in a district over 1934. Ina letter received 
from Dr. Pinney on Saturday he advised that Pennsylvania is within 100 members 
of the highest membership it has ever had. Figures quoted above are taken from 
the report made by the Secretary at the meeting held in Pittsburgh last year. 


This is a most encouraging state of affairs when you consider that we 
are still suffering from the depression. 


It might also be well to mention the fact that there are exactly 6,362 
registered dentists in the State of Pennsylvania. This mention is made to clarify 
matters in some minds as to the exact number. 


You can readily understand from the above figures that we have very 
close to half of the available membership. Judging from past performances, we 
can expect some five or six hundred to pay dues between now and December 
31st. | feel that this is very encouraging to all of us and that this time next year 
we should be well over the 50% total. 


Another bit of interesting information is that the total number of 
graduates from the University of Pittsburgh, Temple University, and the University 
of Pennsylvania amounts to 278 this year. 


A goodly number of 1934 graduates having already joined our Society, 
we are hoping that we may be able to interest those of the 1935 group. 


| have served on many official boards in various activities but in all my 
contacts, | have never been privileged to serve with a group who so genuinely 
and so constantly applied themselves 100% to the job assigned to them as have 
the Board of Trustees of your State Society. 


| wish to take this opportunity to thank the district secretaries for their 
splendid co-operation. They have always been most courteous and willing to 
assist when asked. 


Respectfully submitted, 
THOMAS P. FOX, 


Secretary. 
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Aspirin-Bayer* 


The original home of Aspirin—Bayer was Germany. Neither that 
country nor any others of importance would grant a patent either on the product 
acetylsalicylic acid or on the process of making it. The United States patent 
office granted both. As a result, for seventeen years—the life of a patent—it 
was impossible for any one in our country to manufacture or sell acetylsalicylic 
acid except the Bayer Company. Neither was it legal to import the substance. 
The monopoly thus granted the Bayer concern under the patent made it possible 
for the company to exploit the American medical profession and the public by 
charging an exorbitant price for aspirin. 


More than twenty years ago The Journal collected data from American 
consuls abroad regarding the price at which acetylsalicylic acid was sold in foreign 
countries. At the time, American druggists were paying 43 cents an ounce for 
aspirin. The American public was, of course, paying still more for it. During 
the same period acetylsalicylic acid was being sold to druggists in France, Germany, 
Holland, Denmark, Sweden and other countries in continental Europe for 4 cents 
an ounce, and in Great Britain for 6 cents an ounce. The American had to pay 
nearly eleven times as much for his acetylsalicylic acid as did the citizens of most 
other civilized countries. 


In February 1917 the patents on aspirin expired. Then the company 
that had reaped the benefit of its monopoly attempted to continue the monopoly 
by claiming it had the exclusive right to the use of the trademark “Aspirin” under 
which the public had purchased the Bayer brand of acetylsalicylic acid. Fortu- 
nately the courts would not sustain this claim. Any pharmaceutical house may 
now manufacture acetylsalicylic acid and sell it under the name aspirin. 


There followed a period during which the Bayer concern carried on an 
advertising campaign which led the public to believe that the only ‘‘genuine 
aspirin" on the American market was the Bayer product. The same campaign 
also stressed the alleged harmlessness of Aspirin-Bayer. As the company, like 
most of those employed in the ‘‘patent medicine” business, was shrewd enough 
to take advantage of the weakness of the present national Food and Drugs Acct, 
which cannot control claims made elsewhere than on or in the trade package, it 
was not possible to reach the concern through the Food and Drug Administration. 
In June of last year, however, the Federal Trade Commission served a complaint 
against Bayer Co., Inc., of New York City, charging misrepresentation in the sale 
of aspirin tablets. The company was given until July 13, 1934, to file its answer, 
showing cause why the commission should not issue an order requiring it to cease 
and desist from the practices complained of. 


The company, through its counsel, filed an answer asking that a hearing 
on the charges be waived and consenting to the commission serving an order to 
cease and desist. The commission thereupon ordered the company to cease and 
desist from representing in newspaper and magazine advertising or over the radio 
that aspirin is the trademark of the Bayer brand of acetylsalicylic acid and from 
making such claims as | 


*Reprinted from A. M. A., Vol. 102, No. 12, March 23, 1935 
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“It does not depress the heart"’ 

“It cannot harm the heart.” 

“Bayer aspirin is always safe.” 

“Perfectly harmless.” 

“You could take it every day without harm.” 
and many other similarly false and misleading claims. It was also ordered to cease 
claiming or representing that aspirin not made by the Bayer Company is spurious 
or counterfeit. 

This order was issued in September, 1934. In the interim between 
the serving of the complaint and the issuing of the cease and desist order the 
Bayer Company brought down the retail price of its aspirin tablets to a price more 
nearly comparable with competing brands. It thus appears that exorbitant prices 
were first and foremost based on the monopoly granted through the patent law 
and, secondly, that an artificial price level was maintained by means of misleading 
claims to superiority together with the unjustified charges against its competitors. 


» » » 


“Throw-Away” Medical Periodicals” 


The little magazines sent without subscription charge to various classes 
of readers are an interesting phenomenon. The complete costs of publication 
are of course borne by the advertisers. As might be expected, there is none too 
rigorous a control over the nature of goods advertised or the claims made in the 
advertising. Most of the advertising in such publications consists of the promotion 
of materials that could not possibly be accepted by the various councils and 
committees of the American Medical Association. A survey made of one of 
the most widely circulated free publications showed 85 per cent of the goods 
advertised as unacceptable to these rating bodies. From this point of view, then, 
these periodicals are a vicious menace to the high standards of medical practice 
in this country. 

The ‘‘throw-away”’ called ‘Medical Economics” has appealed to the 
basest motives of those whom it attempts to reach, setting cash above conscience 
in medical practice. It seems much more concerned with the maintenance of 
income than with the maintenance of satisfactory standards of treatment. True, 
it devotes considerable space in its pages to the business aspects of medical 
practice. Regardless, however, of the extent to which other scientific periodicals 
may have been derelict in their failure to discuss such matters as collection of 
bills, the credit standings of patients, the outfitting of an office, or legal methods 
of enforcing payment, ‘Medical Economics” also attacks the ideals and principles 
of organized medicine and attempts to create disruption in medical thought. Its 
effect is an insidious attempt to undermine the councils and committees that have 
made therapy scientific and thereby rendered precarious the livelihood of pro- 
moters of nostrums. 

A more recent comer in this field is a periodical called ‘‘Modern 
Medicine,” emanating from Minneapolis. This purports to be a medical periodical 
along the lines of Téme magazine. It falls somewhat short of the Time standard 


“Reprinted from The Journal of the American Medical Association October 20, 1934, Vol. 103, 
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both in the method of presentation of material and in the quality of the material 
presented. Its advertising is for the most part of products that simply could not 
be accepted, yet it contains as an advisory board a list of leading names in the 
field of medicine, many of them officers of well established medical organizations. 
One wonders to what extent the services of these medical advisers are actually 
utilized. Are the names merely used in the promotion of the publication? 
There was a time when the names of vast numbers of doctors used to be put on 
periodicals to lend them status. Nowadays it is considered more reputable to 
refuse the use of one’s name or to permit its use on an editorial board unless one 
is actually in some manner concerned with the policies of the periodical and the 
material it publishes. 

A third class of periodical in the ‘‘throw-away" field is the one that 
purports to be a digest of medical literature, including either the abstracts or the 
condensations of medical articles. In the lay field such publications are sold by 
subscription and seem to serve a useful purpose. 

For years manufacturers of proprietary medicine have been circulating 
house organs and other medical literature to physicians with the obvious intent of 
promoting interest in the drug field and particularly in the products which they 
manufactured. Such material was sent to the medical profession with the clear 
intent of selling goods. The new type of throw-away periodical has its intent 
concealed. It is thus not to be compared in its ethical status even with the type 
of house organ freely circulated by the proprietary medical interests. The mottoes 
of mankind for many centuries have warned against ‘‘something for nothing." 
“Beware the Greeks bearing gifts’ goes back two thousand years. 


« « « 


Maryland State Dental Association Defeats 
Adverse Dental Legis!ation 


On ‘March 11, 1935, a bill was introduced into the Maryland State 
Senate which, if enacted into law, would have deprived the Maryland State Dental 
Association of a voice in selecting the personnel of their State Board of Examiners. 

The officers of the state society, upon ascertaining the nature of the 
bill requested a hearing before the Judiciary Committee to which it had been 
referred. This hearing was granted and set for the 20th of the month at which 
time, due to the activities of organized dentistry the bill was withdrawn by its 
sponsors. 

Dr. D. C. Blevins, President of the Maryland State Dental Association 
in reporting this case says: 

“By telephone and telegraph the officers of the five component societies 
were apprised of the situation and urged to arouse their members to action. Within 
a few days, there was a flood of telegrams and petitions pouring into our State 
Capitol from political leaders and members of the profession throughout the State 
protesting against the measure. Mass meetings were being held and appeals 
made for a large delegation at the hearing. A comprehensive letter had been 
sent out to every ethical dentist in the State, and many of them attended these 
unofficial meetings offering their support. 


Press Release Service, American Dental Association, C ittee on E 
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“It augurs well for ethical dentistry in Maryland that we had a delegation 
of approximately three hundred men crowded into the Senate Chamber at the 
hour of the hearing. With us were Doctor Casto, our A. D. A. President; Doctor 
Camalier, our Trustee who had been working with us; Doctor Cole, member of 
the Committee on Legislation. We are deeply indebted to these officers of the 
American Dental Association for their active support and many valuable sug- 
gestions. 


“Our plan of procedure was to have the president of each component 
society present an assigned phase of the discussion which we planned to present, 
and express the sentiment of the profession in his section of the State, supported 
by petitions signed by members of his society. The above named officers of the 
American Dental Association would then give the question the significance of a 
National issue. 

“The plan was never carried out, since the opening remark of the 
Chairman of the Judiciary Committee very agreeably informed us that the bill 
had just been withdrawn by request of its sponsors, and that our victory was won. 

“This report is submitted with the thought that, except for vigilance 
and aggressiveness on the part of the State Societies, such destructive measures 
may become part of our Dental Laws. 

“In Maryland ‘they shall not pass.’ 


» 


Weekly Edition of the “Neue Wiener Tagblatt,” 
Vienna, March 23, 1935 * 


The following article, clipped from a Vienna paper describes a 
condition which sooner or later is apt to creep into the best laid 
social service plans no matter where or by whom the social service 
is rendered. Graft and conniving such as this article reveals is one 
of the many reasons why the Board of Trustees of the American 
Dental Association have opposed compulsory health insurance. 


» 


The criminal suit against the past president of the Krankenkasse of 
waiters, Martin Schaefler, and against the director of this Krankenkasse, Anton 
Schmidt, revealed sensational conditions about the methods of business conduct. 
The much mentioned dentist, Dr. Heinrich Epstein, denied as witness the accusa- 
tions that he received an excessive income and that he had bribed officials of the 
Krankenkasse. A high employee of the Kasse, Karl Brenner, however, testified 
as witness that Dr. Epstein had more patients than both other dentists of the Kranken- 
kasse combined and that his income exceeded 145,000 schilling ($29,000) 
annually as compared to 21,000 schilling ($4,200) of the other two dentists 
combined. Concerning the acceptance of presents, the testimonies of Mrs. 
Schaefler and Mrs. Epstein disagree. Against both women a perjury suit is 
pending. Dr. Epstein denied all accusation; whereupon the attorney for the 
Krankenkasse, Dr. Zeisel, read letters accusing Dr. Epstein of counterfeiting 
certificates of treatment, charging more fillings than were actually inserted, and 
of similar procedures. A check-up of the books revealed that for 71 patients 
Dr. Epstein had charged to the Krankenkasse 264 teeth and 753 fillings more 
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than were actually treated. Therefore, the Krankenkasse sued Dr. Epstein for 
200,000 schillings ($40,000) damages; however, this suit was abolished; where- 
upon Dr. Epstein in turn sued the Krankenkasse for 350,000 schillings ($70,000) 
for supposedly unpaid for work. The dentist of the Krankenkasse of waiters, Dr. 
Kneucker, refused to testify, because he was afraid of Dr. Epstein; finally, upon 
admonition by the State's attorney, he testified that patients were referred by the 
clerks almost exclusively to Dr. Epstein by means of stamped blanks, and that 
the other dentists did not dare to object for fear of losing even the few patients 
sent to them. During the discussion of the accusation that Schaefler had paid 
illegitimately large sums to members of the Krankenkasse, a waiter testified that 
when receiving payments he had to sign receipts which, according to the State's 
attorney, were later on changed to larger sums. 


Blood Pressure in Healthy Young Adult (Male)* 
H. A. Treadgold 


On the basis of a study of more than 20,000 cases (male candidates 
for the Royal Air Force), Treadgold concludes that age between eighteen and 
forty, and proportional height and weight, have little effect upon blood pressure. 
Abnormal body build is a pronounced factor, blood pressure varying from 118/75 
in the lightest underweight group to 132/82 in the heaviest overweight group. 
Cardiovascular inefficiency, as judged by Royal Air Force tests and standards, 
accentuates these differences in body build. The emotional factor on first examina- 
tion is of great importance. It affects mainly the systolic pressure. Although 
most marked in the unfit, it is comparatively common in fit candidates and its 
transitory nature is shown by following up such patients during their service. 
The height of the diastolic pressure is of great value in determining whether these 
cases are potential cases of raised blood pressure. The psychoneurosis seems to 
play little part in the causation of raised blood pressure in healthy young adults. 
Enlargement of the thyroid in these men is associated with a high percentage of 
cardiovascular inefficiency and after allowing for this, both systolic and diastolic 
pressures are slightly above normal. 

Functional albuminuria has no effect upon blood pressure, but glycosuria 
of the renal or lag type causes a slight rise of both systolic and diastolic pressures. 
Cases with a past history of scarlet fever show a slight rise in the diastolic pressure 
only, probably because of unsuspected renal involvement in a small percentage 
of such cases. Extremely hot climates tend to lower blood pressure, but moderately 
warm countries produce no effect. Hypotension, even when systolic pressure is 
below 100, can be present in perfect health. The characteristics of the fit hypo- 
tensive person are a higher degree of cardiovascular efficiency than normal and a 
tendency to underweight. It is rarely encountered on first examination, owing 
to the emotional factor, but a diastolic pressure of 70 or below is always suggestive 
of its presence under normal conditions. Hypotension was present in 3 per cent 
of the fit pilots. Raised blood pressure, i. e., cases presenting systolic pressure 
of 140 and over, constitute 6 per cent of the fit pilots. Two per cent have blood 
pressure of 140/90 and over. 


* Extract from Lancet—London, 1:733-784 (April), 1933. 
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Testimonial to Dr. Ottolengui by the Dental Profession 


The dental profession is to express in a material sense its debt to one 
of the profession's most unselfish, tireless and accomplished workers. A movement 
has been started to recognize the seventy-fifth birthday of Dr. R. Ottolengui 
through the medium of a fund to be raised amongst his many friends and admirers 
in the profession. 

Over forty-one years of service as an editor; author of books, both 
dental and fiction; contributor of chapters to several recognized text books on 
dentistry, lecturer, clinician, inventor, dental society officer, active worker in 
dental relief work and contributor of his time, thought and personal fortune to 
the advancement and for the general welfare of the profession in all of its phases, 
he has earned the gratitude and appreciation of all who believe that unusual 
service merits recognition. 

To those contributing $5.00 or more to this fund the committee pro- 
poses to send a copy of a special edition of Dr. Ottolengui’s book, “Table Talks 
on Dentistry," with an engraved facsimile of the author's autograph on the first 
page. This and the special marking of the book will identify it and always serve 
as a reminder of your active participation in this well earned tribute. Please mail 
check or money order to the Ottolengui Testimonial Fund, No. 1 Hanson Place, 
Brooklyn, N. Y. The active participation of members of the dental profession 
from all over the country is anticipated. Do it now. The committee thanks you 
for your generous cooperation. 


Dr. W. D. Tracy, Honorary Chairman. Dr. J. R. Schwartz, Chairman. 
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